MASB and NSBA

A Mutually Supportive Relationship

Questions sometimes arise regarding the relationship between the Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) and the National School Boards Association (NSBA). Since the relationship between local school boards, MASB and NSBA is an increasingly important and mutually supportive one, a greater degree of understanding is desirable.

The Michigan Association of School Boards is a voluntary, not for profit, private organization founded by the local school boards of the state of Michigan in 1949. It has a governing structure headed by a Delegate Assembly in which each member school board has a voting voice. MASB is governed by a 19-member Board of Directors.

The National School Boards Association is also a voluntary, not for profit private association. However, it was created by and its members are the state school boards associations, such as MASB. Local school boards who are members of a state school board association, which is an NSBA member, are entitled to access NSBA services. They are not, however, members of NSBA with governance privileges. NSBA also has a Delegate Assembly, in which each member state association has a voting voice. The NSBA Delegate Assembly is responsible for determining legislative policies and for establishing the state association member dues formula.

The operation of NSBA is governed by a Board of Directors chosen by the delegates to the NSBA Delegate Assembly and five regional delegate assemblies. The members of the NSBA Board of Directors and all national and regional delegate assembly members are also members of local school boards that belong to their respective state school boards associations. NSBA’s Board of Directors has 15 regional directors (three from each NSBA region) and four officers (chosen by the NSBA Delegate Assembly). The NSBA Board of Directors is responsible for establishment of all operational policies of the association and for final determination of state association dues within the formula adopted by the NSBA Delegate Assembly.

Therefore, it can be seen that local school boards are the voting members of MASB and state school boards associations (like MASB) are the voting members of NSBA. The confusion sometimes arises due to the separate fee-based service program NSBA has created to allow local school boards who are members of state school boards associations to receive additional benefits and provide stronger support for advocacy efforts of NSBA. This program is called the National Affiliate program and is available to any local school board, which belongs to a member state school boards association, such as MASB.  

The National Affiliate program has no governance implications for local school boards, but does entitle them to additional informational publications, such as the School Board News newsletter and publications on federal legislative issues. It also entitles participating districts to attend functions of like size districts, such as the Large District Forum, the Rural District Forum and the Council of Urban Boards of Education (CUBE). Participating districts also receive discounted rates for other NSBA functions, such as the NSBA Conference and Exposition, the NSBA Technology and Learning Conference and NSBA publications. 

From the standpoint of benefits, however, the most important aspect of the National Affiliate program is the use of the service fee to strengthen the advocacy effort of NSBA. With the advent of such federal programs as IDEA and NCLB, it is imperative that local school boards and state associations have a strong and united voice in addressing the U.S. Congress and the federal agencies which have an increasing role in local and state education policy. It is for that reason that state associations like MASB have endorsed and encouraged their local school boards to participate in the NSBA National Affiliate program. National Affiliate participation is not required, however, to be either a member of MASB or to participate in many programs of NSBA. It is a critically important component of the effort of all of us to carry our message on national issues to the federal government.

